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Susan S. Holt 
President and Senior Consultant 

Biographical Sketch  
 
Susan Holt is a recognized philanthropy and fundraising communications specialist with 40 
years of experience in leadership positions and as a senior advisor and consultant to 
premier higher education, health care, global health institutions and non-profit 
organizations.  She founded Vision Philanthropy Group in 2009.  
 
Prior to forming VPG, Susan led the development and advancement programs at the 
Vanderbilt University School of Nursing, Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center (Nashville), Case 
Western Reserve University Medical School (Cleveland), Weill Cornell Medical College of 
Cornell University (New York City), and National Jewish Health (Denver). 
 
Recognizing the almost universal need for a deeper understanding of and confidence in 
major gift fundraising and philanthropy by volunteers, executive leaders and staff  alike, she 
created the Bold Asking® coaching and training program as VPG’s campaign work evolved 
with clients.  This is now the principal focus of VPG’s work.  
 
Susan brings deep insights to her clients as a specialist in major and mega-gift 
development, creating high performance teams, board development, board, executive and 
staff training and coaching in the art and science of major and principal gift fundraising, 
grateful patient fundraising, comprehensive campaign planning and philanthropic strategic 
planning.  She has been a frequent national and international presenter on establishing a 
culture of philanthropy, campaigns and major gift fundraising, grateful patient fundraising, 
the psychology of giving and fundraising best practices.   
 
Susan has managed successful campaigns ranging from $10 million to $1.3 billion, and she 
has partnered with institutional leaders in securing single gifts ranging from $1 million to 
$250 million for capital, operating and endowed projects.  
 
Susan’s undergraduate and graduate degrees in music and vocal performance, bring a 
unique perspective from her formal performing arts training to her philanthropy training 
and coaching.  She is a member of the Nashville Opera Board and a past member of the Vox 
Grata, Nashville Philharmonic Orchestra and Planned Giving Council of Middle Tennessee 
Boards.  She and her husband, Mark Patterson, reside in Nashville, Tennessee.  In her free 
time, Susan enjoys spending time with her three young grandsons and granddaughter, 
studying voice with a Vanderbilt University professor, singing and performing with her 
church choir, and participating in Pilates and Spinning classes.   
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Christy Passmore 

Senior Advisor 
Biographical Sketch 

 
Christy Passmore has enjoyed a long, successful career in fundraising, campaign 
management and volunteer leadership.  Her addition to Vision Philanthropy Group (VPG) 
as Senior Advisor in July, 2022, taps into each area in VPG’s Bold Asking® program.  
 
Her earliest exposure to fundraising and development was in political campaigns. Her 
exposure to fundraising and messaging through mass communications were foundational 
to her career path leading to almost 40 years of non-profit development-related jobs from 
entry to senior leadership levels.  
 
Campaigning comes naturally to Christy.  Her career was forged in several of them during 
her tenure at Vanderbilt, 1990-2011. Starting at the School of Nursing followed by time in 
the School of Medicine, she took the lead with the late Monroe Carell, Jr. to undertake a 14-
month community campaign to secure $50 million in gifts and pledges for a free-standing 
Children’s Hospital to move forward. Following that success, she became Associate Vice 
Chancellor and Executive Director of Vanderbilt University’s multi-year $1.75 billion 
“Shape the Future” Campaign serving that role from 2001 to 2008.  Subsequently, Christy 
was responsible for planning and implementing all athletics development at the only 
private Division I-A school in the Southeastern Conference, one of only two women in the 
SEC in that role at the time. 
 
Her favorite role is the one-on-one conversations that occur with prospective donors when 
she has connected their passion to their philanthropic intent for creating change.  
That purpose brought her to Chi Omega Foundation in 2011 where Christy spent almost 11 
years as Senior Director of Development. A member since 1975, Christy is a tireless 
enthusiast for her collegiate sorority’s mission and vision.  She helped orchestrate two 
campaigns during her tenure, one comprehensive and one endowment. The Foundation 
expanded its volunteer base significantly during her tenure adding campaign, planned 
giving and advisory-type volunteers.  
 
Christy spent her early fundraising years with the American Heart Association at the local 
and national level where she focused on mass communications and national volunteer 
management. She fondly recalls her first job with the AHA in Nashville as director of 
communications,  and her first task was to manage a fundraising event to secure her annual 
salary! 
 
Christy is a proud, active graduate of The University of Tennessee at Martin. She graduated 
with a degree in Early Childhood Education and was a public school teacher for 3 years.  
She is a member of the University of Tennessee-Martin Alumni Council and the Planned 
Giving Council of Middle Tennessee Board.  Christy resides in Nashville with her pup, Da 


